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(unless previously 
convicted as an adult).



a.  to age 18 (may extend to 19 or 21), or
b.  until terminated by court order,







• District Court Judges
• Attorneys
• Juvenile Court Counselors
• Law Enforcement 
• Juvenile Clerks
• Service Providers
• Juveniles
• Parents



• Receive & screen complaints
• Approve petitions for filing
• May divert cases unless 

“nondivertible” 
• Make disposition recommendations
• Work with juveniles on probation and

post-release supervision
• Initiate violation/review hearings







• Filing petition begins juvenile proceeding
• Must be approved for filing by court 

counselor
• Must be served with summons on juvenile 

and parent, guardian, or custodian

After hours, is filed with magistrate



• Juvenile is not entitled to bond
• First order is usually “ex parte”
• Petition must be filed before order is issued
• Chief judge can delegate authority to court 

counselors
• Must have hearing within 5 calendar days, 

then every 10 days 
unless waived



1. Only for good cause,
2. Only if juvenile does not ask for an open 

hearing, and
3. Only after considering factors set 

out in statute

















citing and quoting from earlier cases)




